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Fundraising Methods and Tips 

Make a Plan 

Treat your fundraising goal much like you would any other personal challenge such as applying to 
college or finding a job. Create your own fundraising strategy.  Your fundraising strategy will help 
you to meet your fundraising goal over time. Make a plan that helps you meet the goals set at the 
respective deadlines. 

 

 

 

 

1. Online and “Snail Mail” Letter Writing Campaigns 
This is direct request for financial support to individuals, clubs, organizations, businesses 
and corporations. The online donation site allows a unique opportunity to reach a mass of 
people with the click of a mouse. 

Once registered, you will be provided your own donation site which can be personalized 
and emailed out to any contact list. 

You will want to use a “snail mail” letter to send to any contacts that may not use email or 
may be uncomfortable donating online. Include the donor form provided for you in this 
binder so donors can send checks or credit card authorizations directly to the Make-A-
Wish office for processing and they will be credited toward your fundraising. 

2. Special Events 
Wine and cheese parties, auctions, game tournaments, etc. See the Fundraising A to Z 
document for ideas.  

3. Corporate Sponsorships and Matching Gifts 
Ask companies to sponsor you and/or inquire as to whether your donors (or you) work for 
a matching gift company. Every donation made by their employee will be matched by the 
company! It’s a great way to double your efforts. Any sponsorship that you secure will be 
attributed toward your personal fundraising goal – it’s the fast way to raise your funds! 

 

THE THREE MOST EFFECTIVE WAYS TO RAISE MONEY 

 



                                                     

 

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WRITING A FUNDRAISING LETTER 

The personal appeal is the most effective way to raise money.  It is targeted, direct and easy to implement.  Your 
personal approach will depend upon your own style and your association with the prospect.  Regardless of your 
approach, the following steps will apply. 

Step One:  Identify Your Prospects 

Think big!  During your life, you have made acquaintances with probably thousands of people.  In developing your 
prospect list, think first in terms of groupings of people, not individuals.  Remember, quantity IS important. The 
more prospects you reach out to, the more potential donations to support your efforts. 

• Family, school acquaintances, friends, work associates, clubs and organizations, church, synagogues, 
neighbors and community businesses.  Corporate gifts can be a valuable source of larger gifts.  Also, 
some of your individual donors may belong to a company that participates in a matching gift 
program—ask them! 

 

Step Two:  Select Your Approach 

• Face to Face: Best approach for larger gift or in situations where the opportunity presents itself. 
• Online Letter: The most effective and efficient way to reach a large quantity of prospects 
• Telephone: Effective as a follow up to an email or “snail mail” letter. 

 

Step Three:  Select the Style of Message 

• Serious, hard hitting (share the Make-A-Wish mission and its importance) 
• Light, humorous (“This started as a New Year’s Resolution and now look at me…”) 
• A combination of the above 

 

Step Four:  Select the Format 

• Form Letter—same letter to every individual 
• Personal Letter—personalized on an individual basis 
• Solicitation Card—provides an opportunity for a creative touch 

 

Step Five:  Suggest the Level of Giving 

It is helpful for donors to know the level of contributions that you would like them to consider.  Don’t 
underestimate the donor’s willingness to give.  Don’t be afraid to say, “Would you consider a gift of $25?” for the 
general audience.  Also, don’t be afraid to say, “Would you consider a gift of $100?” if you know the individual is 
capable of giving at that level. 

 



                                                     

 

WHO DO I SEND A LETTER TO?  
WHO CAN YOU ASK FOR DONATIONS TO SUPPORT YOUR TRAILBLAZE CHALLENGE FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN?  
Everybody!  Here are some suggestions to get you started to make a list that is sure to get you well on your way to your 
fundraising goal. 

Name five members of your family    Name five former coworkers 
 

1.         1.       

2.         2.       

3.         3.       

4.         4.       

5.         5.       

Name five of your closest friends    Name five of your coworkers 
 

1.         1.       

2.         2.       

3.         3.       

4.         4.       

5.         5.       

Who is your doctor?         _____________________________  
Who is your dentist?         _____________________________ 
Who does your pest control?        _____________________________ 
Who is your landscaper?        _____________________________ 
Who is your accountant?        _____________________________ 
Who is your veterinarian?        _____________________________ 
Who is your travel agent?        _____________________________ 
Who are your sports/poker buddies?       _____________________________ 
Who is your lawyer?         _____________________________ 
Who sold you your car?        _____________________________ 
Who is your stylist/barber?        _____________________________ 
Who is your insurance agent?        _____________________________ 
Where do you grocery shop?        _____________________________ 
Who is your dry cleaner?        _____________________________ 



                                                     

 

LETTER WRITING CAMPAIGN FOLLOW-UP 
• About two weeks after your original letter was sent, review your mailing list.  Highlight the 

people that said they would donate but have not and send them a follow up email.   
 

• Post your fundraising website link on your Facebook/Twitter page periodically to remind 
your friends and family that you are still raising funds. As friends donate, thank them publicly 
in your newsfeed and tag them. This will remind your other friends to go ahead and make 
their gift too.   

 
• As you see people at work or in your personal life, remind them that you are still collecting 

funds, people may fully intend to donate, but have forgotten to do so as they were distracted 
with work or other commitments. 

 
• Keeping in touch with the people on your mailing list throughout the program is an excellent 

way to increase your response rate.  Send an update or newsletter sharing your fundraising 
progress. Give them an update on the mission of Make-A-Wish with a wish child story.  Share 
interesting stories from your training or fundraising experience.  Include a donor form with 
all correspondence and invite them to share the newsletter with people they know.  

 
• As event day draws near, continue to send personalized, friendly reminders about your 

efforts. Remind your friends, family and co-workers about the rigors of training for such an 
extreme event and update them on your progress and excitement as the Kickball 
Tournament draws near! 

 



 

                                                     

Fundraising A to Z 
 
 

 

• Art Sales: Invite students as well as local artists to contribute pieces for the show. It’s a 

win-win situation: students get to display their art for parents, while local artists get 

exhibit space and free publicity. Revenue can be generated by charging admission 
tickets, selling refreshments as well as purchasing art. 

• Auctions: Many teams will put together live or silent auctions. You can make a whole 

event out of it (Collectibles and sports auctions are very popular).  

 
 

• Babysit/Pet Sit: Offer your services to watch over your neighbor or family friend’s 

children or pets while they are away and your pay is their donation 

• Bag Of 20’S: Everyone loves a 50/50 drawing! Walk around the office with a bag and 

collect $20, or $5-$10, bills from your co-workers.  Ask them to write their name on the 

bill they drop in the bag.  Shake up the bag and pull out a winner.  The person who wins 

gets half the money and the other half goes to Make-A-Wish! 

• Bake Sale: Have a bake sale at school, work or a busy community place. Or have a No-
Bake Sale where co-workers pay so they don’t have to bake goodies. Ask your co-

workers to help you make a variety of baked goods and sell them for a price that will 

ensure you’ll make a profit.  Valentine’s Day and Mother’s Day are great times to hold 

bake sales because people are always looking for easy and delicious gifts and treats. Be 

sure to publicize the bake sale ahead of time so people bring money. 
• Balloon Day: Sell a silver or blue star balloon with a message attached for $2 each at 

work or school. Take orders in advance and then deliver the balloon messages at a later 

date.  

• Basket Auction: Designate a theme basket to each of the departments in the 

organization (spa, chocolate, cooking, sports, book baskets, etc.). Have the people in 

that department contribute at least one item to the basket, and auction all of the 

baskets off on a designated day.  In order to participate in the auction employees must 



 

                                                     

pay a small fee (e.g.: $5) that will go to Make-A-Wish.  People in the department who 

contributed to that basket cannot win it. Members of different departments win 

baskets from the other departments. 

• Barbeque Contest: Host a BBQ cook off with friends and neighbors. Charge an 

entrance fee to the participants eating, cooks enter for free. This fundraiser is fun for 

everyone, especially those who love to eat! 

• Big Game Party: Host a sports “big game” party and ask everyone for donations when 

they get there. (It is certainly worth it after all the trouble you go to organize the party 

and provide the refreshments). The same can be done for a basketball game, golf 

tournaments, etc. Great idea for the team member with a big screen TV! 

• Block Party: Put together an old-fashioned block party in a parking lot, or close off a 

neighborhood street (with permission). Have a band or DJ donate a few hours, have a 

BBQ, do face painting, games etc.  

• Book Sale: Dust off your old books and have a book sale to raise money.  
• Bottle Drive: Set up a box or container up in your workplace, home, and/or school to 

collect returnable bottles and donate that change! 

• Bowl-a-thon: Some student/family teams have been holding bowl-a-thons, where they 

get pledges per pin they knock down. 

• Breakfast With: Put together a breakfast with Santa or the Easter bunny or other 

favorite kids’ character. Work with a local restaurant or your team can do it themselves 

at a hall or club. Have someone in costume and sell tickets, also have the kids get their 

pictures taken. You could also use this as breakfast with the mayor or other high profile 

person. 

• Bunco Tournament Hold a Bunco party! Have a fun night with friends while raising 

money! Split the winning pool with the winner and Make-A-Wish! Never heard of 

bunco? Look here: http://www.worldbunco.com/rules.html 

 
 

 

• Car Wash: Hold a wash at a popular community building/landmark. Try saying 

“donations accepted” instead of charging a set price (people tend to give more). 

• Carnation Sale: Everyone enjoys getting flowers! Have co-workers, classmates and 

even neighbors purchase carnations and send them to a special someone.  



 

                                                     

• Coin Drive: Place containers in each department or classroom. Ask everyone to 

contribute spare change for a week or month period of time. (Optional: Give the 

winning class / team a prize such as a pizza party or ice cream social) 

• Cook Off: Guests attending pay a set price which includes dinner and a school event 

(ex: basketball ticket for that night’s game). Guests are served dinner as well as ballots 

to rank their favorite cook off items. Announce the top 3 at half time of basketball 

game.  

• Cooking Class: If you are the next Julia Child or Emeril, offer to teach your neighbors, 
co-workers, classmates, family, and friends the latest recipes and ask for donations!  

• Comedy Club: Ask a local comedy club to host an evening in support of Make-A-Wish 

and invite all team members to sell tickets. Team members would get the credit for the 

tickets they sold. 

• Concession Stands: Set up a concession stand or booth at a game or community event 

during the year. 

• Cut-a-thon: Have a beauty salon or vocational school hold a cut-a-thon for you. Getting 

teachers / staff involved will make more students excited to participate.  

 

 

 

• Dances for Wishes: Students can hold a school dance. Adults can put together a dance 

at a local club or hall. Get a band or DJ to donate their services. 

• Dog Wash: Set up a dog wash in your front yard and have all the dogs in the 

neighborhood come over and get a bath. Of course, ask for a donation!  

• Dress Down Day at Work or School: On a specified day, employees can make a pre-

determined contribution (e.g., $5) to Make-A-Wish for the privilege of wearing jeans at 

the workplace.  Make it a challenge—see which department or branch has the most 

participants.  If you work in an environment that is already very casual, consider a hat 

day or team spirit day instead. 

• Dress as a Superhero: Raise money to dress up as a superhero for the day. “If I raise 

$500 in 10 days, I will arrive at work dressed as a superhero.”   

 

 

 



 

                                                     

 
 

 
• Eating Contest: Have a contest amongst co-workers, family, or friends to see who can 

eat the most! Have them donate an entrance fee or who they think will win. 

 
 

 

• Fashion show: Work with new or existing clothing stores to hold a fashion show. You 

could have it at the local mall, school or use a club hall.   

• Flamingo Yard: This is a really fun fundraiser that will be for teenagers or youngsters 

accompanied by adults. You acquire plastic garden flamingos, and then "land" them 

secretly into someone's garden leaving a note, with explanation and contact details, on 

one of the flamingos. That garden or yard’s owners then has to donate a fee ($5 for example) to 

have the flamingos removed. They can also donate a higher fee ($10 for example) to have them 
removed and "landed" in one of their friend's gardens. This fundraiser has been a huge success 

for many groups and can be fun for months and months.  
• Flower sales: Work with your local florist or wholesaler and sell bouquets, potted 

flowers or individual stems (carnation or roses) at your place of work or school  

 
 

 

• Game Night: Have a party with a purpose. Invite everyone to come to your house to 

play board game, charades etc. Charge an “entrance” fee. 

• Garage Sale: Ask all of your friends and neighbors to participate by donating items for a 

garage sale. Make signs that advertise that all proceeds are going to support local 

Make-A-Wish.  

• Golf Tournament: Have your team put together a golf tournament with the proceeds 

benefiting your fundraising goal.  



 

                                                     

• Guest Bartending: Ask a local bar/restaurant if they will allow you to guest bartenders 

with tips (and maybe even a portion of the evening’s proceeds) going to Make-A-Wish. 

 
 

 

• Haunted House: This is the perfect fundraiser for Halloween. Organize a haunted 

house and admission. You can also sell treats, refreshments or bob for apples.  

• How Many In That Jar?: Load up a jar full of goodies and ask co-workers, family, friends, 

or even neighbors to guess how many are in there. Ask them for a donation to guess and 

grant the winner a small prize.  

 
 

 

• Ice Cream Socials: Host an “ice cream social” in your office and ask the president of 

your company, or a department manager, to scoop the ice cream.  Employees can make 

a donation to Make-A-Wish in exchange for a frozen treat, and see their favorite senior 

manager in action! 

 
 

 
• Jail & Bail: For a donation employees can be “arrested”. For an additional donation they 

can post their own bail, or employees have a bounty placed on their head, are arrested 

and are not set free until the entire bounty is raised ($100 or more per inmate). This 

activity can also be done on site at an event.  

 

 

 



 

                                                     

 
 

 
• Karaoke: Students/ guest pay $2.00 per song or people can “donate” $5 and pick 

someone in the audience to go up and sing (teachers, principal, peers, etc.). 

 
  

• Letter Writing: A great way to ask for donations without asking in person. Send letters 

out to your friends and family explaining what you’re doing and why, and asking for a 

specific amount (more than you want) seems to work best or leave it up to them. Write 

them your personal goal and ask for their help. Some people are writing letters on 

behalf of their pets or babies adding a little humor. 

• “Loose Change Day”: Ask your child’s school to have a “Loose Change Day.” Make a 

flyer encouraging each child to bring in loose change from their house to be donated to 

Make-A-Wish. Encourage the school’s math classes to assist with counting, predicting, 

and rolling the change. This is a great way to involve the entire school. You can hold this 

event multiple times. 

 
 

 

• Movie Night: Invite your friends over for a night at the movies. You provide the 

popcorn and soda and charge admission. Or have a movie week during lunch hour at 

work. Charge admission and invite employees to eat their lunch while they watch. 

• Mow-A-Lawn: Check with neighbors and friends and see if you can mow their lawn for 

a donation. 

• No Bake Sale: Co-workers pay so they don’t have to bake goodies at the bake sale 

• Out Of The Comfort Zone Or Just Something Fun: Commit to doing something outside 

of your comfort zone if you raise your minimum or set the goal for above what you need 

to raise.  Examples; wear a tutu on the field or to mow your lawn with photos posted on 

social media, shave your head, etc.   



 

                                                     

 
 

 

• Pancake Breakfast: Hold a pancake breakfast at a hall, school, work, or church on a 

specific day.  

• Parking Space Auction: Company employees can auction off a prime spot!  

• Penny Wars/Jar Wars: Select a specific week and ask employees from each 

department in your company to contribute coins to their department’s coin jar. At the 
end of the week, the department that raises the most money wins! 

• Percentage Of The Proceeds: Ask local establishments to donate a percentage of the 

night’s proceeds to Make-A-Wish.  In return, you should promote the “event” within 

your company and the local community to help drive traffic to the establishment.  The 

more people who attend, the more money you will receive 

• Pizza Lunches: This is a fun, easy and delicious way to raise money. Ask a local pizza 

establishment to donate pizzas and sell slices for $5 each.  You can invite the entire 

office, and it’s a great way to socialize with co-workers you may not see often. 

• Pot Luck Lunches: Designate every Tuesday as Pot Luck Day, where team members 

take turns making chili, salads, desserts, etc.  

 
 

 

• Quilt Squares: Sell quilt squares. The squares can be sold in honor or in memory of a 

wish kid. Give your chapter a call and we can help you with wish stories.  

 
 

 

• Radio Station: Call your favorite radio station and ask them to make an announcement 

on the air about your fundraiser (and/or donate as well). They may even want to 

interview you to know more about it.  



 

                                                     

 
 

 

• Sell space on your Team shirt: If you are making your own team shirts, sell small blocks 

of space on your team shirt you plan to wear at the event (suggested $10 donation). 

Encourage donors to write a tribute message.  

• Skunk Them: Put a stuffed skunk on a coworker’s desk. They need to pay a donation to 

your team to have him go away or they need to pay to be de-skunked. See Flamingo 
Yard for other ideas. 

• Spaghetti Dinner: Have your team put together a spaghetti dinner at a local hall or club. 

School teams have also done this with the help of their parents. The students take the 

tickets wait and clear tables.  

• Star Sale:  Sell Make-A-Wish paper stars to hang around the classroom, school lunch 

room or office. Contact your local chapter to get your paper stars.  

• Student/Faculty Basketball Game: Set up a benefit basketball game between students 

and faculty, or put together and alumni game.  

• Sweet Sixteen Bracket: Do you participate each year in a Sweet Sixteen Bracket Pool?  

This year head up your own, or work with whoever usually does it and have the winning 

proceeds split between the winner and your fundraising efforts. 

 
 

 

• Turkey Drawing: Get a grocery store to donate a certificate for a turkey or ham to be 

picked up just in time for Thanksgiving, Easter, Christmas or a BBQ package for Labor 

Day or Memorial Day. Food is always a good item to chance off. 

• Video Sale: Hold a video/DVD sale at work or school and have each team member bring 

in videos they don’t watch anymore, especially kid video their children have outgrown. 

Other employees with younger children would appreciate this. 

 

 



 

                                                     

 
 

 

• Wrap Presents: During holiday time (Christmas or Mother’s Day) set up a booth at a 

local mall, plaza or busy department store. Have your team members/classmates 

donate the paper and tape and raise money while helping out the holiday shoppers. 

• Yard Sales: Need some spring cleaning done?  Go ahead and pair it with a Yard Sale 
with proceeds going to your fundraising effort. 
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